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combined with the ability of aircraft to carry war into the heart
of enemy territory, the fundamental problem of international .
air traffic is that of national security versus free aviation. State
policy in this connection must be governed by the judgments of
military and aviation experts. The political geographer recog-
nizes in this, as in many other aspects of world circulation, the
obstructive nature of national policies where designed to meet
the exigencies of potential warfare.
In sum, the physical character of the earth's surface, the
distribution of land and sea masses, the all-embracing nature of
the atmosphere, together with the uneven distribution of
population masses and economic productivity, point the way
towards the goal of integrated global circulation. Paradoxically
enough, this universalism has been and still is opposed by the
particularism of individual States. The chief political problem
of the twentieth century is to reconcile these opposites, and the
number of international conferences which have been held since
the opening of the century is indicative of the awareness of most
States of at least its existence.